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AA Softball is Batting Strong 
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We’re not a glum lot. Don’t believe us? 
Come on out and watch us play 
softball! About 15 sober folks are 
playing on a team in the city’s summer 
league, and plenty of AA spectators are 
also coming out to watch. The team 
name is “The Cleanerz.” A sober 
member of AA is the coach, and he says 
the skills on display are definitely at the 
level of “fun league.” But they’re 
improving! “It’s way better than 
playing on a men’s league or something 
like that because everyone is having a 
good time, win or lose,” he said. As of 
the time the SantaFeAAan went to print, 
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the team had won two games and tied 
one (no, that’s not really supposed to 
happen). It’s a little late to join the 
team, although females would have a 
better bargaining chip because the 
team’s a bit heavy on guys. Everyone is 
invited to come out and cheer them on, 
though! Upcoming games are at 7:15 
p.m. on June 5, 6:15 and 8:15 p.m. June 
12, 7:15 and 8:15 p.m. on June 19 and 
7:15 p.m. on June 26. All games are on 
Monday nights at the MRC fields, 205 
Caja Del Rio Rd, Santa Fe, NM 87507.  

May-June 2017 

My Name is Leslie – Local 
Alcoholic Tells Her Story  
........................................... 2 

AA Forums – Where Fresh 
Ideas Take Root ................... 3 

Keeping it Fresh with Local 
Service Opportunities 
.............................................2 
Events and 
Announcements ...............4 

Published by Santa Fe Intergroup, 
online at santafeaa.org. Send 
submissions and announcements to 
santafeaaan@gmail.com 



 

 2 

lorem ipsum issue #, date 

2 

1

 I am the youngest in a 
family of thirteen siblings, a few 
of whom took me under their 
wings. The 60s were a wild time 
to grow up. I remember going to 
events with my sisters, hundreds 
of people, some naked and 
dancing, the smell of marijuana 
all around. My parents were also 
famous for the parties they would 
have, overflowing with alcoholic 
fun.   
 My younger years were 
mostly living in fantasy, trying to 
avoid the chaos of a large family 
by making myself quiet and 
invisible. 
 My father, whom I 
adored, died when I was nine. 
Life dulled dramatically. My 
mother drowned herself in 
alcohol while boundaries in the 

MY NAME IS LESLIE, AND I’M AN ALCOHOLIC. 

“The alcohol and 
drugs were no 

longer working.  I 
got to a point where 
I sent the kids away 

and planned my 
suicide.” 

Male and female volunteers are needed for 
county jail meetings. Interested? Contact 
Sarah F. at 206-550-3369 or Spencer W. at 802-
377-9700. 

The juvenile detention center needs people to 
bring meetings in. Email district2@nm-
aa.org. 

Questions, concerns or problems related to 
existing group commitments to take 
meetings into treatment centers? Trying to 
develop a new commitment at such a 
facility? Call Phillip at 505-310-0552. 

GIVE IT AWAY TO KEEP IT! LOCAL AA SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 
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home spiraled away. Life got 
chaotic and I went deeper inside 
of myself. 
 At twelve years old I 
began smoking pot to ease the 
pain. High school years were 
spent drinking and drugging with 
a much older crowd. My brothers 
were dealing marijuana, I was 
dealing speed. Needless to say 
there was no parental guidance. 
Home life was completely crazy 
and I never felt safe.  
 I married at eighteen to 
get away from home and had two 
children by twenty. My ex was a 
violent man but fortunately I got 
away after five years. Those 
years are foggy and filled with 
fear. The alcohol and drugs were 
no longer working.  I got to a 

Cont’d on page 4 

I am responsible. 
When anyone, 

anywhere, reaches 
out for help, I want 

the hand of AA 
always to be there. 
And for that, I am 

responsible. 
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Forum: a place, meeting, or medium where 
ideas and views on a particular issue can be 
exchanged. 
 Recently in our District meeting we 
considered a question asked by AA General 
Service (if you don’t know what that is, play 
along and learn!): “Discuss ways to 
encourage interest in Regional Forums and 
attract first-time attendees.” Good idea, if 
any of us knew what a Regional Forum was! 
 What we discovered is the good people 
at AA headquarters in NYC come out to visit 
with us AAs to let us know how they are 
supporting our efforts to carry the message to 
the still suffering alcoholic. Did you know 
that there are people in NYC who care deeply 
about this? Did you know your contributions 
pay for them to do it? 
 It turns out that back in 1950 Bill had 
the idea that he was mortal (Dr. Bob’s illness 
helped with this) and that AA couldn’t 
survive if he was going to remain the Chief. 
He came up with a service organization 

AA FORUMS – WHERE IDEAS 

TAKE ROOT  

BY A DISTRICT TWO MEMBER 
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which puts our groups in the top spot…on 
down from there hundreds of people make 
it their business to help. Your GSR is the 
main person you would know, but there are 
many in line helping him or her as well. It’s 
described as an upside down triangle (look 
left!). 
 So a Regional Forum is a sharing 
session with the sole purpose of sharing and 
exchanging experience, asking questions 
and getting new ideas for how to help. And 
the Trustees of AA, the General Service 
Office, the publishing arm of AA aka A.A. 
World Services and the Grapevine come out 
to do just that.  
 Sample topics are: Attracting 
Newcomers to AA, AA Service: 
Participation, Benefits, Attractions; An 
Informed Group Conscience; Daily 
Reprieve Contingent on our Spiritual 
Condition. 
 The next Regional Forum to our 
Southwest Area is in San Antonio, TX, on 
October 20-22. You can look into it, if you’re 
interested by logging onto the AA website: 
aa.org  
 And here’s the other news: our Area 
46, New Mexico service members are 
hosting NM’s very first Service Forum on 
July 15 at the Nativity Church in 
Albuquerque. The topics include: 
What are the Concepts and Why Do I 
Care?/What is the General Service 
Conference and How Does It Affect Me?/ 
How can I serve? Let me Count the Ways 
and Breaking Down Barriers Between the 
English and Spanish speaking Communities 
 To find out more, ask your GSR if you 
have one, or just come along on July 15 and 
fire up the third leg of your program: 
Recovery, Unity and Service! 
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point where I sent the kids away 
and planned my suicide. 
Fortunately a sister came over 
the night of my attempt and 
convinced me to give AA a try. I 
went to a meeting the next day.  
AA saved my life! My sponsor 
and I had worked up to Step 7 
when she was diagnosed with 
cancer and passed a month later. 
 Finding another sponsor 
became difficult so I focused my 
energy on finding the perfect 
relationship. I eventually stopped 
going to meetings and lost faith 
in AA. I found a “true love” and 
made him my higher power, and 
after ten years without alcohol I 
began drinking again.       
 The relationship ended 
after eight years and my world 
began to darken. I had a mental 
breakdown, which thankfully led 
me to therapy. I was led back 
into AA, but walked through the 
revolving door for a few years. 
On October 27, 2016, I had a 
profound and intense realization 
that I actually had a choice to 
either live in oblivion or live a 
life with some clarity and hope.  
 I am now working with a 
sponsor and have gone through 
the steps. We are currently 
studying the traditions in Al-
Anon, as relationship is a huge 
aspect of my disease. I attend 
ACA and SLAA because I know 
that I am more than what I 
believe I am or what I have been 
told I am. I go to six meetings a 
week and am doing service work 
in and out of the rooms of AA. I 
finally have a life and want to 
live it! 
 

LESLIE, Cont’d ... ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Donec 

interdum 

Pellentesque: 

Consectetuer: 
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Four Corners Summit For Young People in AA, May 26-28 at Lake 
Powell. Info at nm-aa.org 
 
Grapevine writing workshop, 1:30 – 4:30 p.m. Saturday, June 10 at 
the Friendship Club 
 
Extending the Hand of AA Workshop (Treatment, Corrections and 
Bridge the Gap Committees), 1:30 – 3:30 p.m. Saturday, June 17 at the 
Friendship Club  
 
AA-athalon, an afternoon of fun and games with young people in 
AA, 12 – 3 p.m. June 24 at North Domingo Baca Park in 
Albuquerque. Info at YPAA@NM-AA.org.  
 
Having Fun in Service! Area 46 Service Forum, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Saturday, July 15 at Nativity Church, 9502 4th Street NW in 
Albuquerque. Contact Jaclyn at dandfr@nm-aa.org. 
 
National/International American Indian Alcoholics Anonymous 
Convention (all AAs welcome), Nov. 2-5 at Buffalo Thunder. Info at 
www.nai-aa.com. 


